“ These were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the Worp 


with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those thin 


were 


s0.”—“ Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.”’—Acts, xvii. 11. Thes. v. 21 
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SPIRIT OF 


RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS. 


A book which has passed through 

three editions in England, has lately 
been republished in this country, entitled, 
“Hymns, designed for the use of young 
persons,” by Priscilla Gurney. 
_ The compiler is a member of the So- 
oiety of Friends. She has made selec- 
tions from the writings of Watts, Taylor, 
Doddridge, Kenn, Newton, Cowper, Top- 
lady, Robinson, Steele, the modern novel- 
ist, Walter Scott, J. J. Gurney, and others. 
There are a considerable number of the 
pieces anonymous; these we presume are 
from her own pen. The work appears 
to be owned, patronized, and adopted by 
many, at least, of the Society in England, 
and some of the ministers here, from that 
country, are circulating it among the 
members. 

The Society of Friends, contrary to 
what maintains in most other denomina- 
tions, have been for nearly two centuries 


without a Aymn book, either in their pub- | 


lic, or private devotions. This is not the 
- result of accident, or oversight, but of the 
first principles of the Society. They have 
uniformly discouraged the practice of 
taking down and printing sermons or 
prayers, delivered extempore in their 
_ worshiping assemblies: tor although de- 
livered under the immediate influence of 
the Holy Spirit, such communications are 
_ enly properly adapted to particular occa- 
gions, and the states of those meetings 
where they are delivered. And as “the 
motions of the Spirit are necessary to ev- 
ery particular duty,” so, in the high acts 
ef devotion, whether public or private, 
“te should be waited upon, that all our 


acts and words may be according as He 


Vol. Ih—Na. XXIV. ¥ 


gives utterance, and assistance.” Bar- 
clay, p. 415. 

Thus sermons, and prayers, though 
made as the Spirit “gives utterance and 
assistance,” have been considered, for the 
above reasons, as applicable only at the 
particular times, and occasions, when they 
are given, and liable, if “kept,” to become 
as the manna in the wilderness, which 
“red worms, and stank,” when left “ un- 
til the morning.” 

Much less can the Society, consistently 


with their principles, adopt, or encourage 


the use of hymns, addresses, or other 
modes of worship, or adoration, either in 
their public or private devotions, framed 
“in the words which man’s wisdom 
teacheth.” Qn this subject, a late writer 
says—“ We cannot consistently come be- 
fore him, with a set form of words, pre- 
pared beforehand”—* when we plan our 
devotiens to please our own ears, does not 
an important query arise, whether we 
serve ourselves and one another, or God, 
in these exercises ?”—*“ Our animal pas- 
sions may be excited by the very exer- 
cises thus entered into, and in the fer- 
vour of our zeal, we may not be able to 
distinguish the sparks of our own kind 
ling, from the influences of grace.”* These 
views are not less applicable to private 
than they are to public devotion. 


Weare, then, much mistaken, if the 
plan—the manner, of the work betore us, 
is not as obvious a departure from the 
principles, as it is from the practice of the 
Society of Friends: an approach towards, 


and a merging “in, the visib/e churches” 


—an effort to “produce agreement, where 
ever agreement is possible”! 
We proceed to consider a part of its 


* E. Bates. 
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contents, and here its matter will be 4 The one was flesh, the other spirit. The 


found not less objectionable than its man- 
ner: 
“ The cross on which the Saviour died 
This is the tree by faith applied 
Which sweetens all complaints.” —[p. 26. 
“* Upon the cross I see him bleed, : 
And by the sight from guilt am freed,” &c 
Did the Saviour die? in what way 
does the wooden instrumenf, ised by the 
Romans to hang malefactors on, “ sweet- 


enall complaints”? By an effort of the 


imagination, the scene of the crucifixion 
may be brought >efore the mind, or we 
may behold it painted upon canvass; but 
will sucha “sight” free us from guilt ? 
If such be the virtues of the outward cross, 
why not carry it about us, and set it up in 
our places of worship, as the manner of 
some is—why not, in short, worship it? 

* Let thy blood for sinners spilt, 

Set my conscience free from guiit.—(p. 29. 


“Let the water and the blood 
From thy riven side which tlowed 
Be of sin the doubie cure, ) 
‘Cleanse me from its guiit and power.” 
[p- 78. 
“See in thy dying Saviour’s blood, 
Life, health, and bliss abundant tlow; 
Fis only this all powertul flood, = 
Can cure thy pam, and heal thy tees 
“That flesh, that dying blood of thine, 
1s bread of lite, isheavenly wine.” —(p. 85. 
There is much more, of a similar im- 
port with the above, in this work. Such 
views, impressed on the tender minds of 
children, tor whom the work is “design- 
ed,” cannot fail to have a powerful effect 
in propagating an outward, carnal reli- 
gion; and the very reverse of what the 
Society ot Friends have hitherto inculca- 
ted. G. Whitehead, in his light of Christ 
within, denies the purchase of salvation 
by the outward blood. “The offering 
and living sacrifices,” says he, “are s/ir- 
itual; the passover spiritual ; the seea 
spiritual ; the bread, the fruit of the vine, 
the oil, the flesh and the blood, which 
give life to the soul; yea, the water and 
the blood, which wash and sprinkle the 
conscience, are all sfuritual.” 
“The Quakers,” says Pennington, “dis- 
tinguish, according to the scriptures, be- 


tween that which is called the Cuarisi, 


—-- 


flesh prrofiteth nothing, (saith he) the 
spirit quickeneth.”——* This is the man- 
na itself, the true treasure; the other but 
the visible, or earthen vessel that held it. 
The one he did partake of, as the rest of 
the children did; the other was he that 
did partake thereof. The one was the 
body which was prepared for the life, for 
it to appear in, and be made manifest~ 
the other was the light, or life itself, for 
whom the body was prepared,” &c. 

In several places God is represented as 
descending trom heaven, and becoming a 
child: 

“Sing ye morning stars again, 

God descends on earth to reign— 

As much when in the manger laid, 
Almighty ruler of the skies, 

As when the six days work he made.” 

He is then said to be “nailed to a tree,” 
slain, &c.: 


“1 boast a Saviour slain.”—[p. 88. 
“ From the highest throne in glory, 
To the cross ot deepest wo,” &c. 

And in page 105 : 

“Oh lead me all merciful God 
To him that on Calvary died.” 

George Fox, however, denies the as- 
seruon that the Christian’s God was 
slain: (See his “leiter to the Great 
‘Turk.”) 

But although “ slain,” he is, in another 
place, said to be alive, and “ pleading” for 
sinners 

“Still for sinners thon art pleading.” 

Yet not for sinners only : 

“Thou for saints art interceding.”’-- [p.90. 


We have read of our sins being laid up- 


on Jesus, but neveron God, until we find 
it here: 


“Hail thou glorious God and Saviour, » 
Who hast borne our sins and shame.” 
[p. 90. 
The apostle tells us that flesh and blood 
cannot enter into heaven, but in this work 
God is repregented as there embodied in 
it: 
“There He displays his powers 
And shines, und God” 
85. 
_ After all these gross abesindinthe: we 
need not be surprised to find the doctrine 
of the 7rinity,in its most objectionable 


and the bodily garment which he wore. H shape. Thus a number of these songs 
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are set apart, and entitled “ Hymns to the 


Spirit,” and the language is to 
“The Father, Son, and THEE,” &c.—[96. 

Again, in page 19, we have, ; 
“Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” 

And in page 101, 

* To God the Father, and the Son, 
And Holy Spirit, three in one, 
Be endless glory given,” &c. &c. 

Our predecessors had many contests 
with the professors of their day, to prove 
the important distinction that maintains 
between the Word of God, and the scrip- 
tures. This work will, no doubt, if gene- 
rally received, produce an “agreement” 
en this point, and end the difference : 
“Oh write upon my memory, Lord, 
The texts and doctrines of thy word,” &c. 

The great and high object of the primi- 
tive Friends was to turn the people from 
an outward and carnal, to an inward, and 
sfiritual religion. What would Fox, or 
Penn, or Whitehead, or Pennington have 
said, had such a work as the one before 
us, been presented to ¢heir children? But 
their spirit has fled, and those who now. 
inherit their name and place have not re- 
eeived a “double portion” of it. The 
evidence of this is not confined to books: 


car—an “ increasing, and incipient harmo- 
ny” prevails; and the church is “ stretch- 
ing forth her arms to receive the Qua- 
kers into her bosom”! 


FOR THE BEREAN. 
BATES’ DOCTRINES 
OF FRIENDS. 
Fo the Meeting for Sufferings of Ohio 
Yearly Meeting: 


OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


_ *In giving our belief of the scriptures,” 
says our author, “ we adopt the language 


wf the apostles themselves; that they | 


‘are able to make us wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus’— 
that they were ‘given by inspiration of 
God,’ ” &c.—p. 133. 

Before the application of the language 
ef the apostles above quoted, can be pro- 
perly made, the question mast first be re- 


— 


solved, what writings they meant te ine “~~ 


clude under the terms “scripture” and 
“scriptures”? This is an inquiry that 


has been often strangely overlecked, in 


the consideration of this subject. 

The term scripture in the original 
(graphe) signifies writing, and was used, 
in general, to denote, not only a// writing, 
but even painting, and engraving: the 
art of printing being then unknown. In 
the use of the term scripture, the apostle 
Paul, could have had no allusion to the 
New Testament, for the plain reason, that 
the writings now known under that title, 
were not in existence when wrote. 
When, therefore, the apostle, in address- _ 
ing Timothy, said, “From a child thou 
hast known the holy scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation, 
through faith which is in: Christ Jesus,” 
he had reference to the writings of the old 
Testament only. Aud when, in the fol- 
lowing verse, he asserts that “all scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable,” &c. he either uses the term 
in a restricted sense, or the passage should 
be translated, as some have it, “all scrip- 
ture, given by inspiration of God, is prof- 
itable,” &ce Ifit is supposed that he does 


| , . | not use the term in a restricted sense, 
it obtrudes on the sight; it falls on the 


then it followsthat he means all writing, 
and that will include much that certainly 
never was given “by inspiration of God” 
—much that could not be “ profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction,” &c. 
It follows, then, that the word scrip:ure, 


-as used by this apostle, was confined to 


the Old Testament, anc to a part only. 
of the writings included under that name. 

What part of the Old Testament may 
be properly considered as included, or 
not included, in the apostle’s declaration, 
is another inquiry of some relevancy, and 
importance. It cannot include the lew, 
for that was abolished: “But now we 
are delivered from the law” says the 
same apostle. And again, “Ye are be- 
come dead to the law by Christ”—* by 
the deeds of the law shall no flesh be jus- 
tified” &c. Neither can it include what 
is merely Aistorical, or geneological ; nor 
the many sayings of uninspired and wicked 
men: for it will not be pretended that 


any part of all this was “ given by inspira- 
tion of Ged.” 
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“The words of Peter also quoted by 
the author, plainly allude tothe Old Tes- 
tament alone, and seem to be quite as lim- 
ited in their application, as those of Paul: 
“ For the profihecy came notin old time, 


_by the will of man: but holy men of God, 


spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.” 

- The only allusion made to any part of 
the New Testament, as Scripture, is found 
in 2. Peter iii. 15—16.—* Even as our be- 


loved brother Paul also, according to the 


wisdom given unto him, hath written un- 


- to you; as also, in all his epistles speaking 


in them these things: in which are some 
things hard to be UNDERSTOOD, which 
they that are unlearned, and unstable, 
wrest, as they do also the other Scripture, 
[or writing} unto their own destruc- 
tion.” 

The practical inferences to be drawn 
from the foregoing remarks are: ,(1) 
That the term “scripture,” as now used, 
hasa different meaning and application 
from that which was given to it by the 
apostles: this word being now applied to 
the whole of the writings, both of the 
Old, and the New Testament. " (2) That 
the epithet “holy,” was bysthe apostle 
attached only to those parts “given by 
inspiration of God,” but is now applied 
indiscriminately to the whole—to laws 
and statutes, which “ were not good,” and 
which are now abolished—to historical 
narration—geneologies, and to the words, 
and declarations of uninspired, and wicked 
men. (3) That, according to Peter, scrip- 
ture was given in order to be “ under- 
stcod”; but it is now inculcated by many 
“teachers in Israel,” that understanding 
must here be left out of the question ; and 
not only the “scriptures,” according to 
apostolic designation, but the whole mat- 
ter contained in the Bible ought to be im- 
plicitly believed, and held as sacred and 
holy. 

In these free remarks onthe scriptures, 
I have no intention to detract from their 
merits. <A just,and proper appreciation 
oi them, is the most certain means of pro- 
moting their usefulness, as it is that of 
every other blessing. Their professed 
friends, by a different course, have i injur- 
gd them more than their open enemies. 
‘They have been, and continue to Le, set 


forth as the primary and only rule of 
faith and practice—the bread ef life—in- 
dispensable to salvation, &e. The Socie- 
ty of Friends early denied them this high 
character, and as the author, in the chap- 
ter before us, has not furnished a clear 
and satisfactory view of their “doctrines” 
relating to these writings, I will endea- 
vour te supply the omission in as brief a 
manner as the subject will admit. 

1. The Scripturesare but an instrument, 
and, like the sun-dial, says Phipps, “they 
may justly bear the same motto, non sine 
lumine”—useless without light. “None 
can suppose,” says E. Bates, “that the 
Scriptures are euferior to that spirit from 
which they were given forth.”—But he 
might have said that none can suppose 
them in any. sense equal to that spirit. 
They areas much inferior to it as the 
creature is to the Creator. 

2. The Scriptures are therefore nei- 
ther the on/y nor the frimary rule, of 
faith and practice. Of themselves they 
are a dead letter. 

3. They are not the Gospel ; but, as 
Phipps observes “the evangelic. and apos- 
tolic writings are descrifitive and declara- 
tive of the Gospel, which therein is defi- 
ned to be the frower of God unto salva- 
tion.” 

4. They are not a revelation to us, but 
are a history or record of a revelation 
made to others. “ What isnow modishly 
treated,” says PAipfis, “ as the only reve- 
lation still existing, and to exist, is rather 
the fruit of revelation than the thing it- 
self,a scripiuralrecord of things reveal- 
ed.” “No protestant,” says the same 
writer, “of a sound understanding, can 
deny the truth of this; that more reli- 
gious differences have arisen, and still 
subsist about the sense of scripture, than 
any thing else.” “That which is reveal- 
ed,” says Penn, “must be immediately, or 
else it cannot be a revelatiou, but tradition 
rather.” Now as the term revelation 
implies, in this case, the highest evidence, 
God being the author, and voucher, it is 
a manifest abuse of the word to apply it 
to any thing else but that which i is imme- 
mediately revealed. 

5. They are not essential to salvation. 
To suppose this, would be to presume 
that God had excluded from the possi- 
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e be implicitly believed, whether ynder- 


= 
bility of salvation, much the largest por- |} stood or not. This difference of opinion 
tion of the human family. William Penn || has given rise to a great difference in the a 
has shown in his “Gentile Divinity,” not || exposition and application of scripture, 4 
only that it is merely “possible” tobe || between the Society and their opponents. ey 
saved {without the scriptures, but that the || The former, in order to. comprehend M ; 
same important truths which they con- || them and apply them practically, give a 7 
tain, have been communicated by Divine || spiritual, or allegorical interpretation te 4 
Goodness, to all mankind, as far as they || many parts, and thus bring them gown to 
have been prepared to receive them: and || the common sense and experience of man- oh 
that some of the “heathen,” so called, || kind: but the latter, in many such cases, a 
had attained to a degree of knowledge and || adhere strictly to the /etéer, and urge an ' t 
illumination in divine things, even beyond || implicit belief in that, however beyond ee | 
the body of the Jewish nation. the limits of comprehension, or practical - 
6. “The principal rule of Christians || utility. Pe 
under the Gospel,” says Barclay, “is not An enemy to Creeds. % 
an outward letter, nor law outwardly writ- 
ten, but an inward spiritual law engraven ifs 
in the heart, the law of the spirit of life.” FOR THE BEREAN. 
** The Spirit, and not the scriptures,” says 
he, “is the foundation and ground of a// || In my last I gave a brief view of the = 
truth, and knowledge, and the primary | nature of genuine Christianity, and of the 
rule of faith and manners.” ground of acceptance with God, as taught 
7. The use of the scriptures consists | by Jesus and his disciples. I traced to 
chiefly in directing men to the divine | their origin some of those vain specula- 
light and guide in themselves, and to ad- |, tions of men which, for ages, have per- 
mifister strength and comfort, by shew- || plexedand bewildered the world. Among rr 
ing that our religious experiences answer || these I noticed, in particular, asthat which i 
to the experiences of men in former ages: | has occupied the most-conspicuous place : 
and generally to reprove and instruct in | in the systems of theologians, the notion of 
righteousness : and on these accounts they | salvation by an imfutative righteousness: 
are to be esteemed as superior to all other | —in other words, the doctrine that Christ 
writings. | by doing and suffering, in our stead, the 
We will now proceed to say something | requisitions and penalty of the law, has 
respecting the use and application of the ; procured for us both pardon and salva- 
scriptures, about which so much fruitless || tion, and that we are accepted on the 
sontroversy prevails. | merit of his righteousness imputed to us, 
1. The scriptures were written to be | This notion I stated to be as unscriptural 
understood, and their application, to be 7 as it is repulsive to reason, and danger- 
useful, must be /rracticad. _ ous to the cause of virtue and morality. I 
The author under review, in giving the ) stated also—and which is no slender evi- 
views of the Society of Friends, of these | dence of its fallacy—that even the terms 
writings, presents as the principal points | necessary to its explanation, and which 
of difference between them and others, | are constantly in the mouths of its advo- 
their refusal to ascribe to them the epi- || cates, are not to be found in the bible. I 
thet “word of God,” and a denial of their will now briefly examme some of the 
being the only rule, and essential to sal- principal passages which have been com- 
vation. How far short he has fallen, of || monly relied upon for its support. 
giving all the points in controversy will | Matt. xx. 28. Mark x. 45. “ The Son of ; 
appear, from what we have already sta~ || man came not tobe ministered unto, but to ~ | 
ted. ial | minister, and to give his life a ransom for f 
The Society, as expressed in the first | many.” 1 Tim. ii.8. “ Who gave himself 
part of our proposition, believe them to || a ransom for all to be testified in due 
have been written, in order to be under- |) time.” 
. stood, but others, it would seem, in order Asthe word ransom signifies literally, 
the price paid for the liberty of a slave, it J 
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SProv. xxi. 18. we read, “The wicked 


_ the expression literally, or that an equiv- 
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has been contended that by Christ giving | 
himself a ransom, is to be understood that | 
he gave himself up to suffer, as the sub- 
stitute of sinners, the penalty which they 
had incurred, and which otherwise must 
have been inflicted on them. But this 
idea is plainly inconsistent with justice and 
equity, and notless at variance with scrip- 
ture, in which the word is. as fréquently 
used in the figurative as in the literal 
sense. Whatever is the means of effect- 
ing redemption or deliverance from bon- 
dage, whether temporal or spiritual, is, 
in the language of the scriptures, a ran- 
som. Deut. vii. 8, Jehovah himself is said 
to have redeemed or ransomed the IJs- 
raelites “out of the house of bondage, 
from the hand of Pharoah.” And so in 
11. “ The Lord hath redeemed 
Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand 
of him that was stronger than he.” Isai. 
xliii. 3. it is said, “I gave Egypt. for thy 
ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee.” 


shall be a ransom for the righteous.” And 
Hosea xiii. 14, it is said, “I will ransom 
them frem the grave,” &c. But in nei- 
ther of those instances can we understand 


alent was paid. 

The plain meaning of the passages in 
the evangelists Matthew and Mark, and 
in the epistle to Timothy, is, that Christ 
gave himself up to suffer death for she 
many, i.e. all, that they might be deliv- 
ered or ransomed from sin. This sense 
is confirmed by the circumstance which 
induced these expressions of Christ. ‘The 
mother of Zebedee’s children, expecting, 
probably, that he was about to establish a 
temporal’ kingdom, came to him with a 
request, that her two sons might sit the 
one on his right hand and the other on his 
left,in his kingdom. The design of his 
remarks was obviously to instruct her, 


ted by the request, that so far from hav- 
ing come to exalt one man above ano- 
ther, he had come himself in the capaci- 
ty ofa servant, and to suffer for the good 
of all—* The son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, [i.e. not 
to be served, but to serve,] and to give his 


and the rest whose jealousies were exci- | 


— 


lite a ransom for many.” But whatever 


_ was thecharacter of his sufferings, it is 


plain from the context, that so far were 
they from being infinite, (as some con- 
tend) they were such as were to be endur- 
ed by his followers—“ Ye shall indeed 
drink of my cup, and be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with ; but to 
sit on my right hand, and on my left, is 
not mine to give,” &c. 

The preceding remarks on the use of 
the word ransom, will apply with equal 
propriety to the term redemption, which 
is of similar import, and used also in the 
same figurative way, viz. to signify simply 
spiritual or temporal deliverance. Isa. 
49. 15. “God will redeem my soul from 
the grave.” 74.14. “He shall redeem 
their soul from deceit.” 130. 8. “He 
shall redeem Israel from all his iniqui- 
ties.” Isa. 50. 2. “Is my hand shorten- 
ed that it cannot redeem?” Hos. 15. .14. 
“] will redeem them from death.” Mic. 
iv. 10. “The Lord will redeem thee from 
Babylon.” Gen. 48, 16. “The angel 
which redeemed me from evil.” Deut. 
vii. 8. “‘The Lord hath redeemed you out 
of the house of bondage, from the king of 
Egypt.” Isa. 1.27. “Zion shall be re- 
deemed with judgment, and her converts 
with righteousness.” 

These passages, and numerous others 
which might be referred to, show that the » 
common use of the term, in the scrip- 
tures, is to signify merely deliverance 
from bondage of whatever kind, without 
the remotest idea being included of any 
hrice or equivalent being paid by the Re- 
deemer, either to the party out of whose 
powef the captives were delivered, (the 
old popish doctrine) or, which is still 
more absurd, to satisfy the good Being 
who willed and wrought their redemp- 
tion. 

These remarks will illustrate with suf- 
ficient clearness the useof the term inthe 
following passages. Gal. iii. 13. “Christ 
hath redeen.ed us from the curse of the 
Law.” Ch.iv. 4,5. “When the fulness 
of time was come, God sent forth his Son 
made of a woman, made under the law, 
toredeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption of 
sons.” ‘Tit. ii. 14. “Who gave himself 
for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity,” &c. All which indicate that 


the object of Christ’s mission was te leed 
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— into purity and | as = price that 
the New enant dispensation, by be- | redemption. Thus 1 Cor. vi. 20 vii. 
ing brought into which, they were not on- | 23. Christians are said to be “bought 
ly delivered from the bondage of the Jew- | with a priee.” That is, the Lord, by 
ish ritual, but from the slavery of sin. In ; bringing them out of a state ef heathenism 
faithfully accomplishing his, mission, in ) and vice and inte the purity of the gospel, 
order to effect this divine and benevolent | figuratively speaking, purchased them to 
object, Jesus freely gave up his life. Hence | himself, having, by his goodness to them, 
the apostle Peter remarks tothe believers || brought them under the strongest obliga- 
in his day—*“ Ye know that ve were not | tion of gratitude and obedience: And 
redeemed with corruptible things, as sil- || thus 2. Pet. ii. 1. those who turned from 
ver and gold, from your vain conversation | the gospel to their former corrupt and vi- 
received by tradition from vour fathers; | cious practices are said to “deny the 
but with the precious blood of Christ, as of | Lord that Besght them.” Thusalso Je- 
alamb without bleinish and without spot: | hovah is said to have doug/r the israclices, 
wh verily was foreordained before the by delivering them through the exertion 
foundation of the world, but was manifest | of his wisdom and power from the bon- 
elieve in God who raised him ufi from |, possession of the land ot Canaan. e 
the dead, and gave him glory, that your || Exod. xv. 16° Deut. xxxii. Ps. lxxiiii. 2.* 
faith and hope might be in God.” 1 Pet. i. | For want of observing the figurative ap- 
of these terms in the Scriptures, 
ere the apostle holds up to view, as | and by accepting them in a strict and lit- 
an incitement to constancy, the sufferings | eral sense, it hasbeen absurdiy imagined 
which had been endured by Christ for | that mankind being in bondage to sin, a 
their sike and in the promotion and con- | price was literally paid for their freedom 
t r r e 4 
faithfulness had thus been render in- || appears to have been one of the earliest 
strumental to their salvation“ whov, him || advocates for this literal application of 
had believed in God,” he represents them || the term,) that it was paid tothe Devil? 
by a very obvious and natural figure, as | —Ifnot, to whom was it paid ?—to God? 
having been redeemed or delivered by || —And was he enriched by it? Can any 
: Christ’s blood, which he wishes them to || thing be added to him, or does he need any 
regard as much more precious than silver thing? “If thou be righteous what giv- 
and gold, dying: on their account being | est thou him ? or what receivest he of thy 
the highest manifestation of his love for || hand? Thy wickedness may hurt a man 
them which it it was possible to bestow. thou and ar 
That the term is applied in this figura- |) Me Son of Man’ —but they cannot affect 
tive way is evident from the two following || the infinitely perfect God. Shall we then 
verses, which point out the immediute and || Tesort to the stale notion that the price 
efficient cause of their salvation—* Seeing || WS paid to the justice of God? This was 
ye have purified your souls in obeying the |\ t© atray justice against itself. Can it be 
truth through the spirit,” &c. “ Being |\ just to punish the righteous instead of the 
born again not of corupitible seed, but of || Wicked? Strange perversion of language ! 
incorrufitible, by the word of God, which Yet this is the doctrine of a considerable 
liveth and abideth forever.” | part of poor benighted Christendom—the 
Noth h sanctuary of the advocates of the vicari- 
‘Nothing can be clearer than that the } 6,» sufferings and death of the holy Je- 
common use of the term redemption in} 11 ( To be continued. ) 
the Scriptures, especially in the writings : 
- Of the apostles, is, to signify deliverance || — 


in general, and that whatever is made in- * See Berean, vol. 1. p. 183, where 2 Pet. 
strumental or effective to that end, is fig- jj ii. 1. is mere particularly explained. 
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PRISON DISCIPLINE. 


“The appendix to the Christian Ob- 
server for 1825, contains an article on this 
subject, in which the sixth report of the 
London Prison Discipline Society is par- 
ticularly noticed. This ‘report contains | 
several hundred closely printed pages, | 
and shews that though great improve- 
ments have been made in the prisons of 
Great Britain since the society was insti- 
tuted, much still remains to be done. 

“’Phe number of jails in England alone, 
under local jurisdiction, is 140. The 
number of persons who pass through 
them annually, is about 8000. In several 
there is no effectual separation of the 
sexes. Inthe greater part, the sick are 
not separated from others. ‘These jails, 
for want of separation, inspection, and in- 
struction, are so many establishments for | 
the growth of crime. There isno em- 
ployment, no reflection, no moral or reli- | 
gious instruction. Here then are one hun- 
dred and forty schools of vice, in one small 
kingdom. 

“The national evils growing ont of 
these places of sin, have arrested the at- 


tention of Parliament to an investigation | 


of the condition of the prisons. This 
measure cannot be too highly apprecia- 
ted ; nor too soon adopted in our own 
country. Itis the same as was recom- 


mended to the Massachusetts Legisla- 


ture in 1817, by a very intelligent com- 
mittee ; but nothing was done. 
“No one of the evils existing in the 


Prison Discipline of Great Britain, is | 


thought more earnestly to demand the 
attention of Parliament, than the delay 
which occurs in the administration of jus- 
tice, from the want of a more frequent 
jail delivery. Throughout England and 
Wales, not including Middlesex, one sixth 
of the prisoners had suffered confinement | 
from six to eight months, and nearly half | 


from three to six months, before it was | number of female convicts is sufficient to 


known whether they were guilty, or whe- justify such a measure. It has been done 


ther their offences, if even proved, were 
such as to merit that extent. of punish- 


ment. These facts are not honourable to | 


the humanity and justice of a nation, 
whose benevolence is withoyt a parallel. 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


But if the same industry had been used in 
other countries as in Great Britain to ex- 
amine Prisons, it might have been found 
in them, as it has been in the United 
States, that things unthought of exist and 
abound. Take a single fact in illustra- 


tion of this remark. At the jail delivery 
in W ashington city, under the eye of the 


| President, in January 1825, fifteen persons 
were discharged as innocent, whose whole 
term of imprisonment amounted to forty- 

two months, or nearly three monthseach. 

“The objections sometimes made to all 
efforts to improve prisons, viz.: that these 
efforts do not diminish crime, is answered 
by proving that the objection is not found- 
edin fact. From an official return, laid 
before Parliament, it appears that the 
number of persons committed for trial 
since 1819, has been gradually, and in 
some districts rapidly diminishing. Gen- 
erally speaking also, the offences have 
| been of a less guilty character. We hope 
| to see, before many weeks, the First Re- 
_ port of the Prison «Discipline Society in 
this city, which will probably exhibit the 
progress of crime in this country. 

“The report of the London Society 
speaks in high commendation of the La- 
dies’ Committee who have devoted them- 
scives tothe care of the female depart- 
ment in Newgate ; and who have made 
systematic exertions for the encourage- 
ment of committees similar to their own, 
in the principal towns throughout the 
kingdom. In one town, where a commit- 
tee could not be formed, a lady of high re- 
spectability visited a prison, where she 
found six young women, who had aban- 
doned their homes, to live in habits of 
profligacy, whom she succeeded in restor- 
ing totheir respective families, and who 
have since exhibited the most satisfacto- 
ry proofs of reformation—We do not 
find in this review of the proceedings of 
the Prison Discipline Society in Great 
Britain, that pious matrons have been in- 
troduced into those prisons, where the 


in this country, in Baltimore and Boston, 
with the happiest effect. This measure, 
however, does not supercede the neces- 
sity of the Ladies’ Committees, whose 
duty it is to visit the prisons, and counte- 


7 
i} 
| 
\ 
\ 
} 


_ nance the matron, if there is any, and if 
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there is not, to examine the condition of 
the inmates. 


“It appears from the report, that the 
jails in Scotland remain as they were in 
the time of Howard, ‘old buildings, dirty 
and offensive, with courts, and also gene- 
rally without water.’ 

“The prisons in Ireland have been much 
improved of, late, and valuable aid has | 
been received from the superintendance | 
of the parochial clergy, who are required | 
by law, without remuneration, to visit and 
inspect the prisons in their respective 
parishes. This duty they have discharg- | 
ed with benevolent and disinterested zeal. 


“Prison schools have made great pro- 
gress within the last year; a male and fe-: 
male school are now established in al- 
most every prison where they are need- 
ed. 

“'The public attention has been partic- | 
ularly called to the reformation of juve- | 
nile delinquents. 1. By the establish- | 
ment of schools for those who are not too | 
far gone in vice; and 2. By the estab- 
lishment of a penitentiary for those, who, 
though young, are old enough in crime. 
The latter institution resembles the one | 
recently established in New York, and 
those about to be established in Philadel- | 
phia and Boston. Concerning the class of | 
persons for whom those institutions are | 
designed, it is said in the report, ‘ many 
hundreds of these lads have either lost | 
their parents, or have been deserted by | 
them.’—Thus abandoned, they live from | 
day to day, by preying upon the proper- | 
ty of others; at night they usually sleep 
in the open air. Their minds are in a 
state of the darkest ignorance or grossest | 
vice. They are very frequently brought 
up before the magistrates for petty of- 
fences. They are committed for short 
periods, and when liberated are very soon 
again in prison. One boy, but nine years 
of age, had been eighteen times commit- 
ted to the different prisons in the metrop- 
olis. On their disclrarge, they continue 
pilfering. ‘They increase in guilt as they 
advance in age, till their career is termi- 
nated by transportation or death. For 
such boys great and successful exertions 
are making. a 


“The reviewer concludes by saying, 
‘if we may anticipate the progress of the 
future by the retrospect of the last few 
years, there is ample ground for encour- 
agement: and we most warmly recom-- 
mead the object to the best wishes, pray- 
ers, and liberality of our readers.” ; 

Boston paper. 


THE TRUE CHRIST. 


“So then it resteth (this premised) be- 
ing that we may safely cenclude even thus 


| much, that as our Saviour was typified 


by others who went before him, he was 
the substance of all those shadows, both 
of persons and things: even so let me tell 
you, Christ Jesus himself, he is the re- 
semblance and tvpe of himself; his out- 
ward, temporal and visible actions were a 
type of his inward and internal, and more 
mighty miracles and actions in the souls 
of all believers; He being their life and 
resurrection ; they being before but dead 
men in trespasses and sins, until his ac- 
tions be their life, resurrection, and re- 
generation. So likewise, as his life was 
typical, and resembled himself, Christ 
visible was but a dark representation of 


| Christ spiritual, mystical, and invisible: 


So in regard of his death and crucitying ; 
whatever he suffered externally in the 
flesh, it shews how he is internally cruci- 


| fied daily, even to the end of the world, 


Heb. vi. 6. ‘Seeing they crucify to them- 
selves the Son of God afresh, and put him 
to an open shame.’ So likewise for all 
other actions and passages related of him. 
As his nativity, it held out our spiritual 
birth, and Christ his being born, in the 
soul, as the Apostle expresseth it, Gal, 
iv. 19.‘My beloved! Of whom I travel 
in birth, till Christ be formed’ or brought 
forth ‘in you.’ So also, in his circumcis- 
ion is held forth our spiritual circumcis- 
ion: As in that of Col. ii. 21. ‘Ye are 
complete in him, in whom also ye are cir- 
cumcised with the circumcision made 
without hands, in putting off the body of 
the sins of the fiesh, by the circumcision 
of Christ,’ &c. So also for holiness of life, 
Christ’s holiness shews us, what holiness 
shall be in them that are his children and 


people, Matt. v. 16.‘ Let your light se 
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OF CHRIST. 


shine before men, that they mav see your 
good works, and pay your Father — 
is in heaven.’ 

“So also for his outward nities it 
represents to us that all his people should 
be taught of God; he himself would be 
the true teacher to us, as Isa. 54, 13. ‘ All 
thy children shail be taught of the Lord, 
and great shall be the peace of thy chil- 
dren.’ And Jer. 31, 34.‘ And they shall 
no more teach every man his neighbor, 
and every man his brother, saying, Know 
ye the Lord; for they shall all know me 


are all saving actions wrought IN vs, and 
we thereby partake of the excellency and | 
virtue thereof, herein we feed on Christ, . 

eat of his flesh and drink of his blood: the 
other actions though wrought for us, if we 
are not quickened, vivified and put into 
act and spiritual life by these, we receive 
no benefit by them. An outward, dead 
faith, to believe only in an external Christ, 
is no better than a faith of devils. Thisis 
that Christ, whose day Abraham saw, 
and rejoiced in, John viii. 56. and not in 
regard of the other only ; viz. as prophet- 


from the least to the greatest, saith the || ically, but this chiefly, viz. as spiritually. 
Lord.’ And Christ himself cites these | This is that Christ, and him crucified, 
places, John vi. 45. ‘It is written in the | whom St. Paul desired only to know, 1 

Prophets: And they shall be taught of | Cor. ii. 2. In regard of which, Christ in 
God: Every man therefore that hath | him working, acting, bringing forth, and 
heard and learned of the Father, cometh |} expressing his own life, viz. himself in 


unte me.’ So also in Christ’s miracles: 
As in opening the eyes of the bfind, it 
shews, that Christ himself must open our 
eyes, or else we remain stark blind; yea, 
as those blind born. And never any man 
but he, since the world stood, was known 
to open eyes of any born blind, as he said, 
John ix. 32. And David saith, Psal. xiii. 
3. ‘Lighten thou mine eyes, lest | sleep 
the sleep of death. And Psal. 18. 28. 
* For thou wilt light my candle ; the Lord 
my God will enlighten my darkness.’ So 
also in opening the ears of the deaf. It is 
he alone that can say to our ears, E/iha- 
tha, be ye opened, and itis so. So also 
for the restoring of limbs, healing the 
lame, and the like. He itis, who causeth 
those who are cripples from their mo- 
ther’s womb, to leap like an hart, and the 
dumb man’s tongue to sing, and causeth 
our feet. to run his ways with delight. 
The like also for his raising the dead, and 
feeding the multitudes, &c. And what 
shalll say more? You may apply them 
- more to yourselves : The time would fail 
me to undertake to speak of all his ac- 
tions. So also of his resurrection: ‘If ye 
be risen with Christ, seek these things 
which are above,’ Col. iii. 1. And so of 
his transfiguration and ascension: he is 
transfigured IN us, and it is he that as- 
cendeth 1x us; And so for all other of 
his actions and miracles, we are to see all 
these things held forth and typified in the 
person, actions and miracles of our Sa- 


him ; he slighted the external knowledge 
of Christ according to the flesh, 2 Cor. v. 
16. ‘ Wherefore henceforth know we no 
man after the flesh; yea, though we have 
known Christ after the flesh, yet hence- 
ferth know we him no more.’ ” 


[ Everard, 


THE CROSS OF CHRIST. 


“ Quest. Now if any man shall say, 
How shall I know that I am thus cruci- 
fied with Christ, that I may have interest 
in all these advantages ? 

“ Answ. 1 answer, There are many 
trials of this, some of which I will name 
very briefly, and so conciude this mat 
ter. 

“ As first, If thou find thy own nature 
truly subdued and changed by another 
nature that is from God and if thou find 
thy own life put to an end by another life 
that is from God ; then thou art crucified 
with Christ indeed. 

“2. If thou deny thyselfin all things of 
flesh and blood, and find a new self with- 
in thee, to have power over thy old self, 
which is daily withering and decaying at 
the presence of the new creature; then 
art thou crucified through the word. 

“ Tf thou be dead to sin, even to all those 
corruptions and lusts which have delight- 
ed themselves in thee, and thou again in 
them ; if thou find thyself dead to them, 
and they killed in thee, then thou art cru- 


viour, and onde by him in us. These 4 cified by the word. 
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“4. If thou be dead to the world, and 
to the things of it, which are the lusts 
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, then art thou crucified by 
the werd. : 

“5. If thou do not mind the praise and 
applause of men on the one hand, nor 
their reproaches and indignities on the 
other hand, but art truly dead to both; 
then art thou crucified by the word. 

“ If thou be deceased and departed from 
thy own will and works, and canst do, and 
delight to do the will and works of God; 
then is his law within thy heart, and thou | 
art crucified by the word. . 

“7. If thou be ready prepared to bear | 
and endure any sufferings and persecu- | 
tions*for Christ with patience, and over 
and above, with willingness and jey, and 
dost not draw back for any evils, but. 


dost stand to them and overcome them; | of God communic 


then also art thou crucified by the word | 
and that is, cruc'fied with Christ. 

“Now this our crucifying with Christ, 
is the chief and greatest matter that we. 


are to mind in this world; wherefore |). vertheless he lived: 


Pau! saith to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. ii. 2. 


‘Idid not judge it worth the while to) 


know any thing among you, [or to behold | 
any thing in you] but Jesus Christ, and | 
him crucified.” Seeing in this present 
state of ours, this is our chief business, to | 
be crucified with Christ, and tobe taken 
out of ourselves, and all our own things, 


till we be altogether reduced to nothing ; | 


that we may receive ourselves,’ and all 
things anew in Jesus Christ. Thisis the 
chief work of God, by his word and Spir- 


it upon the faithful here in this world, as | 


it was also his chief work upon Christ, in 
the days of his flesh: For though there 
were in Christ, many clear demonstra- 
tions of the presence of God, thro’ which 
he wrought many of the great works 
of God; yet our main business that con- 
cerned Christ’s life in the flesh, was daily 
and thoroughly to crucify him by the 
word and Spirit which dwelt in him ; and 
thereby to prepare him, and make him 
fit for the outward oross, and for that sad 
hour, and power of darknes, that was to 
overtake him. And so thisalso is to be 
the chief business of our ‘lives, after we do 
believe, even to be daily crucified, and 
mortified, and killed by the word and 


| 


| 


| the same soul and body, 


| 


Spirit of Christ, till our willbe perfectly 
subdued to God’s, and by these ‘means, 
we be fitted and prepared for that tribu- 
lation and cross, whatever it is. that the 
Lord shall please to appoint unto us, ei- 
ther in life or in death. 

“And thus, having spoken something 
of the crucified Christian, we proceed to 
speak, in the next place of the quickened 


| Christian, from the following words, 
\| Mevertheless I live’ 


“Every true believer is as well quick- 

4} ened with Christ, as crucified with him ; 
‘lam cruc‘fied with Christ, nevertheless 
| Tlive” Sothat, asthe humanitv of Christ 
| (which is the first examp'e and pattern to 
which the whole church is conformed) 
being deprived of its own propez life, 
through the word and Spirit that dwelt in 
it, had instead thergof, the life of the Son 
A to it; and that Son 

of man, having parted with his own pro- 
per life on® of himself, did vet truly live in 
the life of the 
eternal word; and was so crucified, that 
soalso it is with 
all Christians: And therefore Paul saith, 
out of his own experience, ‘Iam crucified 
| with Christ, nevertheless i live? as if he 
| had said, ‘IT am not crucified to death, but 


| to life; my crucifying with Christ is my 
| quickening; for by this I am so killed, 


that I live the more; yea,now onlv do I 
truly live, being formerly dead. My own 
proper life, in myself, was my death; but 
Christ’s life in me is my true life. For I 
was dead with the worst death, to wit, in 
tresspasses and sins; but now I live in 
the best life, even the life of righteous 
ness.” 


“Whence it is manifest, that the living - 


word and Spirit of Christ in a Christian, 
does so kill the life of his flesh, (which is 
a life of sin and sorrow, and darkness, and 
death) that at the same time they. com- 
municate to the same man, to the same 
soul and body, a true and spiritual, and 
holy, and heavenly, and eternal life. - 


“For no man is crucified with Christ, 
but he also lives with him; seeing the 
same word that kills our life, communi- 
cates Christ’s: and Christ crucifies us 
with himself, not that he may kill us, but 
that he may quicken us, and oyr quiek- 
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ening is ‘the end of our crucifying, and our 
crucifying is the way to our quickening. 

« Indeed, the killing of the flesh bythe 
sword of famine, or the law, or any way 
else, is death indeed, or death unto death ; 
but the killing of the flesh by the living 
word and Spirit, which is its crucifying 
with Christ, is death unto life. 

“ And here again, we may note this al- 
so that the true life of a Christian begins 
from his crucifying, and dying with Christ; 
and also the true crucifying and dying of 
a Christian begins from his life in Christ. 
For both these inseparably go together, 
to wit, our crucifying and our quickening 


. with Christ. But our crucifying with 


Christ i is named first in order, because it 


- is first in. manifestation ; seeing after we 


believe, Christ’s death is first manifested 
in us, before Christ’s life ; though Christ’s 
life be first in order of nature; the cru- 
cifying of our flesh, flowing from the life 
of his Spirit. 

“ This, then, is the sum of this matter ; 
that the living word dwelling in us, de- 
stroys the proper life of the flesh, and takes 
up the flesh into the life of itself and the 
Spirit. And so man, in union with Christ, 
hath his own life destroyed out of him, 
and Christ’s own lite communicated to 


him. Sothat,in the true believer, the soul 


and body of man, live in the life of the 


Son of God, as was done in the flesh of 


Christ our elder brother. 

“ And thus the flesh lives a life that is 
not of the flesh ; yea, thus the creature 
lives in.itself the lifeof God. Foras that 
eternal life that was with the Father, was 
manifested in the Son, that is, in his flesh 
or humanity, and all believers have seen 
and known it; so also, that very life of 
the Father and the Son, is botlt commu- 
nicated to the saints, and also manifest in 
them, as faith very well knows. And this 
isthe great mystery of the gospel; let 
them receive it that can receive it.” 

Dell. 


SLAVERY. 

“ At ten o’clock on Saturday morning 
last, in the Court-house yard,’ in this 
Christian city of Baltimore, under the au- 
thority of the Orphans’ court, was sold at 
publie auction, to a southern slaver, a mo- 


-- 


ther and four children, the oldest not more 
| than six or seven years, and the youngest 
at the breast. The spectacle was well 
calculated to awaken all the sympathies 
of our nature. The mother, a most re- 
spectabie and interesting looking woman, 
was in tears: and the children who were 
old enough to have any sense of their con- 
dition, and to know what was doing, wept 
with a pathos that would have melted a 
heart of stone. The auctioneer display- 
ed his authority.and performed his duty 
with a notable degree of insensibility. — 
Some half a dozen southern slavers were 
present, and bid against each other with 
demonial avidity—they were at length 


| knocked down to a New-Orleans slaver, 


and before this, they are no doubt on 
board a slave vessel on their way to the 
New-Orleans market. The transaction 
took place duying the session of the court, 
and there was of course a large crowd of 
spectators, and it is but justice to them to 
state, that they manifested strong indig- 
nation at the transaction ; but it wasdone 
in pursuance of the laws of the state, and 
under the authority of a court, and what 
could they do? Such are the fruits of 
slavery, and ‘the tree is known by its 
fruits.’ 

“'The laws of our country denounce the ~ 
African slave trade as piracy, and in what 
enormity, we would ask, does the African 
slave trade differ from the Maryland 
slave trade? Did not this poor mother 
and children suffer as much in being torn 
from their country and friends and sent 
tothe slave market in New-Orleans, as 
the uncivilized inhabitants of Africa would 
suffer in being torn from their country, 
and sent to the same market? Let the 
| people of Maryland, who acknowledge 
the,obligations of Christianity, answer the 
question. Do you believe that the slave- 
trade, which is authorised by the laws of 
Maryland, is less odious and abominable 
in the sight of God, than that which is 
authorised by the laws of Africa ?>—If not, 
how can you justify yourselves in not 
using your utmost endeavours to abolish 
this trafic? ‘The lawsare in your hands, | 
and if you donot take measures to have 
them repealed and amended, you are ac- 
countable to God, for all the iniquity 


practised under them, : 
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“ What an inconsistent cieature is man ! 
We condemn the African Slave-trade as 
diabolical, unchristian, and piratical, al- 
though the laws of Africa authorise it; 
and at the same time, we carry on the 
slave-trade under our own laws and look 
upon it as perfectly innocent! What con- 
solation, would it be to this unfortunate 
mother and her children, to be told that 
they had not been sold to slavery in a for- 
eign land, by the authority of a chief of a 
tribe of barbarians, but by the authority of 
a court of Christian judges, in pursuance 
of the laws of acivilized country? Would 
not such an explanation rather embitter 
than sweeten the cup of slavery? With 
what propriety can the people of Mary- 
Jand ask, much less expect the blessing of 
Heaven to rest upon their state, so long 
as they permit such enormities to be 
practised at noon-day? Assure as there 
jis a righteous governor of the Universe, a 
day of retribution will come, for all these 
iniquities ; and for the sins of a state the 
people must be 

G. of U. Emancipiatio: 


From the Reformer. 


“Mr. Editor—Your readers will recol- 
lect that some time since notice was ta- 
ken in the Reformer of the Maumee Mis- 
sion in the state of Ohio. The friends of 
that Mission, alarmed, and fearful that 
the public impressions might be such as 
to dry up the sources of contribution, in 
order to prepare the public mind for ane- 
ther milking of the goats, traversed the 
northern counties of Ohio, exhibiting a, 
PIOUS young squaw belonging to the mis- 
sion school, who doubtless was selected as 
a specimen of the success of the underta- 
_ king, to convince the minds of the waver- 
ing of the importance of patronizing its 
further prosecution. She was attended 
by a suitable train of the clergy and their 
satellites. Much parade accompanied 
the exhibition, and it was confidently ex- 
pected that it would not ke long before the 
friends of missions would be called on to 
aid the cause of the Lord against the 
mighty. But contrary to all reasonable 


calculation a degree of retiring modesty 


has been observed, altogether unacceunt- | 


able until the secret has at length leaked Rg 


out. Her ladyship, who was the princi- 
pal machinery in the drama, belenged to 
the lightfingered gentry, and had given 
specimens of her adroitness whenever op- 
portunity presented. 


“We can impute but little blame to this 
daughter of the forest when we consider 
her late education. The aborigines of 
this country before contracting an ac- 
quaintance with the whites, are appar- 
ently a most happy people, remarkably 
hospitable, and strictly honest—possess- 
ing a sense of honour and an elevation of 
mind not surpassed by those of any na- 
tion; but let a horde of intermedling 
priests be introduced among them, and 
how soon are those virtues fatally ébscur- 
ed! The gold becomes dim, and the most 
fine gold ischanged. They discover that 
the grand object of those who’have un- 
dertaken to be their guides, whom they 
have reverenced and almost, adored as 
patterns of piety and disinterested be- 
nevolence, is wealth ; and witness some of 
the means by which it is acquired. Is it 


|| any wonder then that all sense of moral 


obligation is lost in the shoreless and fa- 
thomless ocean of the fashionable reli- 
gion of the times? For it has puzzled 
wiser heads than we can expect to find 
among the natives, to discover the moral 
difference between robbing people of their 
property by false pretences or by theft. 
The laws correct the latter, while the for- 
mier being fostered by the superstition and 
folly of the weaker part of the communi- 
ty, is vastly more ‘extensive and delete- 
rious in its effects. 


“Here we see the result of one of those 
popular projects for civilizing and Chris- 
tianizing the heathen, which has cost our 
simple but well meaning citizens not much 


short of 20,000 dollars for this single es- 


tablishment ; and years of painful labour 
and privation to all those whose disinter- 
ested philanthropy induced them to en- 
gage personally in the cause. And here 
is another evidence that our mode of civ- 


ilizing and Christianizing the children of ; 


nature has only communicated our vices. 
without mixture, which has in conse~ 
quence almost exterminated that unfor~ 
tunate race, Penn.” 
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EXTRAOTS. 


From the Auburn Examiner. 


_ “Mr. Editor—Having written a few ob- 
gervations for the Free Press, and per- 
ceiving there isno insertion, and yet no 


- notice why, | request the favour of a place 


in yours for the same. ‘Lhe following isa 
copy, as nearly as can be recollécted : 


« To the Editor of the Free Press. 


“Sir—in reading the article in Sid 
last, containing the resignation of D. C 
Lausing, as professor of something that 
concerns the Semimary, 1 had not pro- 
ceeded but afew lines before | cameto a 


- word, which being used in the connexion 


in which it stands, made an impression on 
my mind, that prompted me fo an effort 
im defence of truth. The article begins— 


“* To the Board of Commissioners of the 
Theological Seminary of Auburn. — 


“ «(sentlemen—it is scarcely necessary 
for me to say to you, that! feel a deep 
interest in the prosperity and success of 
the institution which God has committed 
to your care.’ ; 

“Who are the Commissioners? Weare 
told they are gentlemen. Have they re- 


_ ceived their commission from God? If 


God is so engaged in behalf of the Semi- 
nary of Auburn as to afipoint gentlemen 
as a Board of Commissioners to have the 
care of it, how vile and wicked have my 
notions been for some time past; for I did 
think, and still do think, that the institu- 
tion is founded on principles that are a di- 
rect libel on the doctrines of the gospel. 
According to the principles upon which 
it is conducted, the wisdom of this world 
is not foolishness with God, when applied 
to a something ealled religion ; there men 
obtain artificial abilities, and learn an ar- 
tificial mode of dealing out religious in- 
struction, or, in other words, teaching the 
way toheaven. In this way preaching is 
made to be a trade in the same manneras 
the profession of the law. If these are 
not the principles a sot there, and if 
this is not the result of its operations, I 
eught not totrust my judgment in con- 
cluding that twice two make four; and if 
they are not a libel on the doctrines of 
the gospel, then I have not a capacity to 
understand or comprehend the plain read- 
ing of the bible. 

“If D.C. Lausing had been content to 
have said ‘whichis committed to your 
care,’ instead of saying ‘ which God has 
comunitted to your care,’ the piece might 
‘have passed off as a common article of 
news. But when an attempt is made in 
&@ public newspaper, to represent the Di- 


|| schemes of men, it is right that some one 


|| vine Being as directly assisting in the vain 


be allowed to appear in defence of truth 
through the same medium. 


READER.” 


Slavery Prohibited in Louisiana. 


| “ At the late cession of the Legislature 

of Louisiana, an act was passed prohibit- 
ing the further introduction of slaves inte 
that State for sale. The following is an 
extract of the act: 

“Sec. 1. No person shall, after the first 
day of June, 1826, bring into this State any 
slave, with the intent to sell or hire the 
same, under the penalty of being punish- 
ed by imprisonment not exceeding twe 
years, and fined not exceeding one thou- 
sand dollars, and moreover shall forfeit 
the said slave or slaves. 

“Sec. 2. That hereafter any persor 
who has a dona fide intention to emigrate 
to this State, with a view to become an 
inhabitant thereof, shall be allowed te 
bring with them their slaves, and employ 
the same within the limits of the State: 
Provided, that any slaves so brought by 
an emigrant shall not be sold or exchang- 
ed for the term of two years from the | 
time they were brought into the State, 
under a penalty of a forfeiture of the slaves 
so sold. 

“Sec. 3. Any bona fide citizen of this 
State shall be allowed to bring therein 
and employ any slaves of which he may 
be the lawful owner; provided that any 
slaves brought into this State by any citi- 
zen thereof, under the provisions of this 
section, shall not be sold or exchanged 
until after said slaves have been twe 
years within the State, under the penalty 
of forfeiting the above slaves. 


“Sec. 4. Any slave or slaves brought 
into this State in contravention of any of 
the provisions of this act, shall, after due 
condemnation by any court of competent 
jurisdiction, be sold after ten days’ notice 
by the sheriff of the parish in which said 
slaves have been condemned, and the nett 
| proceeds of said slaves, when sold, shall 
be paid over, one fourth to the informer 
or informers, and the other three fourths 
to the Treasurer of the State.” 


Natienal Gazette. 
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ARBITRARY PO WER. 


“We have no arbitrary power to give, 
because arbitrary power is a thing, which 
neither any man can hold nor any man 
can give. No man can lawfully govern 
himself according to his own will, much 
less can one person be governed by the 
will of another. We are all bornin sub- 
jection, ali born equally, high and low, 
governors and governed, in subjection to 
one great, immutable, pre-existent law, 
prior toall devices, and prior to all our 
contrivances, antecedent to our very ex- 
istence, by which we are knit and con- 
nected in the eternal frame of the Uni- 
verse, out of which we cannot stir. 

“This great law does not arise from 
our conventions or compacts ; on the con- 
trary, it gives to our conventions and com- 
pacts all the force and sanction they can 
have ; it does not arise from our vain in- 
stitutions. Every good gift is of God ; all 
pewer is of God ;—and He, who has giv- 
enthe power, and from whom alone it 
originates, will never suffer the exercise 
of it to be practised upon any less solid 
foundation than the power itself. If then 
all dominion of man over man is the effect 
of the divine disposition, it is bound by the 
eternal laws of Him who gave it, with 
which no human authority can dispense; 
neither he, that exercises it, nor even 
those, who are subject to it: and, if they 
were mad enough to make an express 
contract, that should release their magis- 
trate from his duty, and should declare 
their lives, liberties and properties de- 
pendent upon, not rules and laws, but his 
mere capricious will, that covenant would 
be void.—T he acceptor of it has not his 
authority increased, but he has his crime 
doubled. Therefore can it be imagined, 
if this be true, that He will suffer this 
great gift of government, the greatest, the 
best, that ever was given by God to man- 
kind, to be the play-thing and the sport of 
the feeble will of a man, who, by a blas- 
phemous, absurd and petulent usurpation, 
would place his own feeble, contemptible, 
ridiculous willin the piace of the Divine 
wisdom und justice *—[ Burke. 


“If thou wouldst exercise authority with- 
eut giving offence, control thy passions.” 


“ Society for the 
tion of the Jews.— The fourth Anniversary 
of the Society for Ameliorating the condi- 
tion of the Jews, was held on Friday in the 
Brick Church in Beekman street, New- 
York, The Rev. Dr. Blatchford, of Lan- 
singburgh, presided. The exercises were 
opened by a prayer by the Rev. S. E. 
Dwight, of New Haven. The annual re- 
port of the treasurer was presented by D. 
Boardman, Esy. who fills that office. 
The Recording Secretary, [The Rev. G. 
Ogilvie,] then read the Annual Report of 
the Board of Managers. This document 
gave a succinct history of the Society’s 
operations during the past year, from 
which it was pretty evident that the 


transactions of the Society has been of a. 


very unsuccessful and unfortunate char- 
acter. A farm has been purchased in 
Westchester, for the commencement of 
the Utopian scheme of colonization, and 
a few Jews placed thereon; but they 
most, if not all, refused to conform to the 
regulations, and soon abandoned it. And 
in the course of a year, a vast amount ot 


money, say seven or eight thousand dol- 
lars, had been expended.” 


“Railing isthe province which our ad- 
versaries have chosen, and let us leave it 
to them. For whatever success they 
meet with that way, as indeed they excel 
in it, we shall meet with none; but only 
make the spirit of Christianity be misun~ 
derstood and ill spoken of by our ewn 
want of it. 


“But to show passion and bitterness in 
any of these cases, to take pleasure in 
making mens’ mistakes or designs thought 
worse of than they are, to judge harshly 
of them with respect of another world, or 
to expose them to ill usage in this, to re- 
fuse them due allowances for human in- 
firmity, or to be more backward to ewn 
their merits than to see their faults, such 
behaviour, instead of promoting truth 
will prejudice the world against it, will 
give unbelievers dreadful advantages and 
forever prevent that union among Chris- 
tians, which would procure us, above all 
things, the esteem of men and the bless- 
ing of God.”(—Archbishop Secker. 
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@nce more I 
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POETRY. 


— 


SELECTED FOR THE BEREAN. ( | 


ON SEEING A DEAD INFANT. 


And this is death! how cold and still, 
And yet how lovely it appears! 


Too cold to let the gazer smile, 


But far too beautiful for tears, 
The sparkling eye no more is bright, 
The cheek has lost its rose like red; 
And yet it is with strange delight 
I stand and gaze upon the dead. 


But when I see the fair white brow 
Half shaded by the silken hair, 
hat never look’d so fair as now ; 
When life and health were laughing 
there,- 
I wonder not that grief should swell 
So.wildly upward in the breast, ~ 
And that strong passion once rebel 
That need not, cannot be supprest. 


I wonder not that parents’ eyes 
In gazing thus grow cold and dim, 


“That burning tears, and aching sighs, 


Are blended with the funeral hymn ; 
e spirit hath an earthly part 
me _weeps when earthly pleasure 
1€S, 


And heaven would scorn the frozen heart 


That melts not when the infant dies. 


And yet why mourn? that deep repose 
Shall never more be broke by pain; 

Those lips no more in sighs unclose, 
Those eyes shall never weep again. 

For think not that the blushing flower 
Shall wither in the church-yard sod, 

*T was made to gild an angel’s bower 
Within the paradise of God. 


gaze—and swift and far 
The clouds of death and sorrow fly ; 
I see thee like a new born star 
Move up thy pathway in the sky; 


The star hath rays serene and bright, 


But cold and pale compared with thine; 
For thy orb shines with heavenly light, 
With beams unfailing and divine. 


Then let the burthen’d heart be free, 
The tears of sorrow all be shed, 
And parents calmly bend to see 
The mournful beauty of the dead : 
Thrice happy~-that their infant bea:'s 
To heaven no darkning stains of sin ; 
And only breathed life’s morning airs 
Before its evening storms begin. 


Farewell! I shall not soon forget! 
aa % thy heart hath ceased te 
at, 
My. memory warmly treasures yet 
hy features calm and mildly sweet ; 
But no, that look is not the last, ' 
We yet may meet where seraph’s 
dwell, 
Where love no more deplores the past, 
Nor breathes that withering word—~ 
farewell. 
Christian Inquirer. 
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